
 Friday, September 15th, 2017 

Dear parent(s)/guardian(s), 

Welcome to a new school year! Please read the following pages carefully and keep the letter so that you 

can refer to it in the months to come.  Please return only the signed portion on the last page. 

The transition from Grade 4 to Grade 5 is a significant one in many ways.  Students change playgrounds, 

sides of the school, extra-curricular activities, rules both outdoors and in, as well as taking on more 

responsibility for their belongings and their work. The aspect of schoolwork which affects families the 

most is, of course, homework, which is the topic of today’s letter.  The main advantage to Grade 5 is: 

very little homework is given for the next day; almost all assignments are weekly, so families can be 

flexible in scheduling homework time around other commitments.  For the students, though, this is a 

huge shift: learning to continuously work ahead, and getting used to organizing their time, and 

completing some work every day so as to not deal with the stress of leaving an assignment until the day 

before the due date.  Students need lots of praise and encouragement as they make this important 

transition and begin to acquire these more advanced organizational skills! 

Subject Teachers: 

I will be teaching the following Immersion subjects to my Grade 5 class: French Language Arts, English 

Language arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Health and computer Science.  Students will leave our 

classroom for the following subjects: 

- Music on Monday with Mrs. Dillon  

- Physical Education on Tuesday with Mrs. Welch and Wednesday with Mr.Arsenault 

- Library on Tuesday 

- Computer science on Wednesday 

- Art on Thursday with Mrs.Trainor 

 

Rules: 

The school agenda has a copy of the Birchmount Code of Conduct.  Please review it carefully with your 

son/daughter.  Other rules are attached for your information.  Please note that if students choose to 

bring valuables to school, it is at their own risk.  Although I always try to ensure that the classroom is 

locked when I am not present, the school will not be responsible for personal items. 

Student absence: 

Birchmount requires that a note be sent to school any time students arrive late, need to leave school 

early, or following any absence. You can write the note directly in the agenda or send a note to school. 

Please sign and date each note, and place it in the plastic pocket of the agenda book.  I ask that students 

take 5-10 minutes ( after school or at another appropriate moment during the day) to speak with me, 

following any absence, so I can explain the work or concepts that they missed, and we can decide upon 

an appropriate timeline for  catching up  ( not all in one night). 



Library Books: 

The Birchmount School library will not be open until the end of the month.  When it does open, students 

are allowed to take out up to two books ( one must be French unless given special permission by me).  

These are to be returned or renewed ( books need to be re-scanned) each Tuesday.  Because I prefer to 

get my students into a home reading routine right away, I have already opened the class library.  There 

are over 500 French books, and over 800 English books, catalogued with cards and pockets, many of 

which I have bought myself over the years or have been generously donated.  Students may sign up to 2 

books, and renew them (within reason) until they are finished.  As with any library, if books are 

damaged or lost, a student will be asked to pay the replacement cost.  If a lost book turns up later, I will 

be happy to refund the money.  If any student is willfully or repeatedly damaging, mistreating or losing 

books, he/she will lose the privilege of borrowing my books. 

Extra Help: 

I am available to provide extra help to individual or small groups of students, sometimes on a fixed 

schedule ( once a week reading groups, etc.), or on a need be basis after school.  Please suggest that 

your son/daughter take advantage of any offered sessions before falling behind.  It can be a great 

confidence boost for a child to know he/she is on the right track. 

Homework: 

Grade 5 is an important time to emphasize organization, and responsibility, so that students are 

prepared for both Middle School and later life.  Homework is one way of encouraging these goals.  I 

have the following principals regarding homework: 

1. Homework should not be new material, but rather review or practice of material already 

explained or worked on in class. 

 

2. Homework should be given on a regular basis , ( most nights), so it becomes part of a student’s 

daily routine. 

 

3. Homework  should not be so extensive that it interferes with a student’s ability to eat, sleep, 

relax, socialize, and participate in community activities.  A Grade 5 student, should roughly have 

about 20 to 30 min. of homework** If you find your son/daughter is regularly spending more 

than one hour on homework please contact me, and we can work out some different strategies 

for success. 

 

4. Homework, by the end of Grade 5, should become almost entirely the student’s responsibility.  

Each student needs to be sure he/she knows what to do before leaving school; phone his/her 

homework  buddies if there are questions in the evening; and does his/her best to complete as 

much of each assignment as possible. 

 

5.  A Parent/Guardians’ role in homework is to provide an appropriate place and time for regular 

study.  You should not be expected to teach concepts, especially since many households do not 

have someone who can speak French, nor someone who is aware of the different math 



strategies taught today.  Verifying that work is done, and /or helping students prepare for tests 

or oral presentations is up to each family.  We ask that a parent/guardian sign the agenda book 

each night when all homework is completed.  Feel free to use the agenda for day to day 

communications as well, regarding questions, concerns, etc. ** Please, do not complete 

homework for your child.  It actually sets them back further because I assume they understand 

the concepts and will move on too quickly without helping them when they need it. ** 

 

6. Homework is considered “complete” if the assignment(s) is finished, at school, and handed in by 

8:35am, attached in the proper duo tang.  Attempting questions, even if incorrect, is a valid 

effort.  We learn from our mistakes, and struggling guides us in asking for help.  I generally allow 

two days for signatures, on tests, notices , and permission forms. 

 

7. An appropriate consequence for incomplete homework is to stay in and finish it as soon as 

possible, most likely at recess or after school that day.  When homework is being corrected the 

same day, sometimes we ask students to complete it during school, and then make up what 

they missed after school. 

 

8. In 2 weeks, I will send home a “basic homework schedule”, outlining the kinds of assignments 

given, and on which days of the week in general.  That way, if Wednesday is a particularly busy 

night for your family with music lessons, cubs, soccer, your son/daughter can work on 

Thursday’s lessons ahead of time to avoid extra stress! 

Research and sources: 

Grade 5, as you see from the format of many of the weekly assignments, sees students doing a fair 

bit of research (not too many big projects, but lots of little facts to find).  In my classroom, I have a 

wide variety of encyclopedia’s, scientific encyclopedias , and atlases for students to use.  The 

computer is also a vital tool in research.  In grade 5, we discuss plagiarism, and what it means to 

“borrow, use, or steal” someone else’s work.  A huge emphasis is placed on recording WHERE 

students find their information: books, encyclopedias, newspapers, television, atlases and the 

internet.  For many of their weekly assignments, students will be reminded of the necessity to 

record the “source” of any factual information.  Simply citing “ the internet” or “ a newspaper” or 

“an encyclopedia” is not enough, though.  The full (frustratingly long) website address, the title, 

author/publisher and page of the encyclopedia is needed, so that someone who wants to find out 

more would know exactly where to go.  The process of research and recording accurate sources is 

another skill set I ask you to model, encourage , and assist your children with, this school, year. 

I wish to address the question of language when it comes to research.  Searching for information in 

either French or English is beneficial.  I ask that you encourage a balance of the two, using a variety 

of texts and websites as we do at school.  The advantages of researching “ en francais” are increased 

language practice, as well as speed, because answers then need no translation.  Many French texts, 

however, can at times be too difficult for students to understand, so they may also become 

frustrated.  Information found in English is easier to understand, but then the work needs to be 

translated, which can also be frustrating but is a useful exercise.  As with life, moderation is the key, 

and I expect students to actively conduct research in both languages. 



Translating French words online: 

A word on translation, for students when they have done research in English, especially online.  To 

my knowledge, there is no available technology that does an accurate job of translating groups of 

words, expressions, phrases, sentences, paragraphs, etc. from one language to another.  Languages, 

with differing grammatical rules, homonyms, idioms, sarcasm, double meanings, and jargon, are 

complicated!  Students that type full sentences on a computer, and then ask the computer to 

translate the whole text at once, often end up with extremely bizarre, (often comical), inaccurate 

language that they do not understand, and that does not make sense.  In addition, they learn 

nothing by doing so.  In Grade 5, I spend a lot of time encouraging students to express their ideas 

orally using the limited vocabulary they have in French, which is very challenging indeed.  I ask them 

to use the same skills in their writing.  They need to simplify or break down each idea, and explain it 

using words they know and understand. 

Signatures: 

With many small weekly assignments, students will be receiving marks almost every day in some 

duo tang.  I do NOT expect parents to sign each and every little mark, although by all means, please 

look at any of your child’s work at any time.  In each duo tang, at the end of each term, though, I will 

total all the weekly assignments , and have you sign that total mark. 

As for signatures, what I do ask is that on Wednesday or Thursday night (starting Wed Sept 27th) you 

sign all new marks assessment attached in the white portfolio duo tang which will come home each 

Wednesday night.  As well, please sign the agenda every day.  As is explained to them, for the first 

time, students do not need to write down everything in the agenda, only what they haven’t yet 

finished, plus a few things to work on ahead  of time.  ( As adults, we do not make a list  of things we 

have already completed!) It is the students’ responsibility to decide what needs recording ( with 

much suggesting and monitoring on my part at the start of the year). 

To conclude, as to homework in general, Grade 5 is challenging for students ( but most are up for 

it!), and somewhat freeing for parents as they begin to back away from constant, direct 

involvement.  In my experience, it takes a good month to six weeks for Grade 5 students ( and 

parents!) to get used to the new routines and expectations, particularly regarding weekly homework 

assignments.  Do not panic, just keep encouraging them.  By mid-October, you will be amazed to see 

the difference in how most students will be regularly working ahead on their assignments. 

** Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time if you have questions/concerns/comments 

about rules, homework, or any part of your son/daughter’s school life.  You know your son/daughter 

best.  The greatest school results are achieved when students, parents, and teachers are working 

together.  ( Birchmount School: 856-3405) 

I look forward to talking and meeting with each of you in the near future.  I will do my best to ensure 

that this year will be a happy, rewarding, and successful year for your son/daughter. Thank-you for 

your time and patience in reading this lengthy letter! 

Mme M.Landry 



_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

(Please detach, sign, and return by Friday, Sept 15th, 2017) 

 

Student name: _______________________ 

I have read the above information. 

       Parent/Guardian signature _____________________________________________ 

      Comments/Concerns/Questions (optional): 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 


